Name: _______________________________


:::Sample Expository Essay Outline:::

I. 
Introduction
a. Attention-getter (broad but specific idea that is at least two sentences)

b. Link (connect the attention-getter to the thesis)

c. Thesis statement (the main topic the paper will explain, and the answer to the prompt)

II.
Body paragraphs (minimum of two, maximum of four)


a. Body paragraph #1:

i. Topic sentence (broad but specific sentence. Avoid words like first, second, finally, etc)

ii. Set-up (make connections from your topic sentence to the specific textual support)
iii. Textual support (quotation/information from the text; must end with a citation)

iv. Elaboration (fully explain how the textual support explains your topic sentence)

v. Transition to next example

vi. Set-up

vii. Textual support

viii. Elaboration

ix. Conclude paragraph (relate the points explained back to the thesis)


b. Body paragraph #2



i. Topic sentence



ii. Set-up



iii. Textual support



iv. Elaboration



v. Transition to next example



vi. Set-up



vii. Textual support



viii. Elaboration



ix. Conclude paragraph

III.
Conclusion (NO statement like “In conclusion” ()


a. Wrap-up (reworded thesis statement to remind readers what you’ve explained in your essay)

b. Writer’s Comment (personal comment on the topic you’ve explained without using “I” / Text to-world connection that gives readers insight as to why your essay matters)  
*Works Cited Page*: documentation of the textual support pieces used in the essay.  You must have a works cited page for every essay you write, even if you only use ONE book!
Essay Reminders:

· Essays should be written in third person.  Eliminate the following pronouns from your essay: I, you, your, you’re, me, my, we, us, our, etc.

· Use MLA format for the entire essay (1” margins, correct heading, page numbers, title, Times New Roman, size 12 font)
